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Explorers and pirates, hurricanes and shipwrecks, movie stars and presidents—a journey
through Florida’s history and a guide to the places it happened.More than any other state
(except Nevada), Florida is a state of transplants—where a quarter of the population comes
from outside the US, and a third comes from other states. Thanks to its famous beaches and
tourist attractions, it’s often thought of as more a destination than a home…even for those who
live there. In spite of this—or perhaps because of it—the Sunshine State has one of the richest
histories in the nation.Decades before the Pilgrims, the Spanish celebrated Thanksgiving in
Florida. Centuries before the first St. Patrick’s Day Parade in New York, the holiday was
celebrated in St. Augustine, where urban renewal was underway when Jamestown settlers
arrived. In this lively guide, James Clark offers a lifetime of places to explore and facts to
fascinate, tracing the state’s long and colorful history from Pensacola to the Florida Keys. You’ll
find photos, illustrations, and detailed lists of 10 forts, 10 wars, 5 flags that flew over Florida, 40
historic landmarks, 50 museums, and much more.
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Bob Graham calls it “Cincinnati Syndrome.” It is the idea that people from Cincinnati move to
Florida and live in the state for half a century but still call Cincinnati home.More than any other
state except Nevada, Florida is a state of transplants. One in four residents come from outside
the United States, and more than one-third come from another state.Back home, they may
have taken Ohio history, Pennsylvania history or New York history, but they know little about
the history of their new state. And even Florida natives learned U.S. history from the British
point of view—the story begins at Jamestown or Plymouth Rock.But the history of North
America starts in Florida. More than half a century before the Pilgrims, Spanish explorer
Hernando de Soto celebrated the first Thanksgiving in Florida. The first Christmas in what is
now the United States was celebrated in Florida more than 450 years ago. Millions of
Americans continue to follow a custom begun by the Spanish in St. Augustine, placing a single
candle in a window at Christmas. Even St. Patrick’s Day was first observed in Florida.And on a
darker side, the first cases of counterfeiting and insurance fraud were committed in
Florida.This book takes readers on a journey through Florida history. It is for those seeking to
learn the basic history of the state and those who want to learn as much as possible. To be
sure, it is an eclectic tour, with lots of side trips, but in the end, you will be an official Florida
historian.The book starts with an overview of the state’s history and then offers a huge bucket
list of places to see. There are forts to see, along with state and national parks, museums and
historic places. In all, you could spend years visiting the hundreds of places in this book. There
are must-see movies involving Florida, a guide to major shipwrecks off the coast and a look at
the major hurricanes.There is a fort reached only by boat or plane, a hotel that plays host to
the world’s richest people, a hotel in St. Petersburg Beach where F. Scott Fitzgerald wrote
Tender Is the Night and a bank in Ocala where Elvis Presley filmed a movie scene.You will find
out why George Washington didn’t like Florida, what happened to Franklin Roosevelt’s yacht
and how Richard Nixon came to love the state. For those who want to know more, the book



offers a guide to sixty books about Florida and a guide to finding out more in libraries and
archives.There are maps to help you plan your journey. They are arranged geographically so
that no matter where you live, there are things to see just a few minutes or a few hours away.
Think of this book as a user’s guide to Florida and a tribute to the state’s rich history. It is a
veritable storehouse of information—some that shaped history and some that is trivial but
fascinating.Open to any page and start your journey through the place where the history of
North America began.5 FLAGS OVER FLORIDAFRANCEThe French presence in Florida was
brief, but it had great significance, leading to the Spanish conquest and reign of nearly 250
years.In France, the Protestant Huguenots were persecuted and sought a place where they
could practice their religion freely. They first established a colony in Brazil called France
Antarctique in the mid-1550s. It lasted a dozen years before the Portuguese forced them
out.The Spanish tried to start a colony in Pensacola in 1559, but it ended in disaster, and for a
time, the Spanish lost interest in Florida. The Huguenots were interested. In 1562, they made
two landings, the first by Jean Ribault and the second by René de Laudonnière, who moved
north and established a short-lived settlement in Parris Island, South Carolina. They
encountered misery and internal discord, and the colony was abandoned.Two years later,
Laudonnière tried again, establishing Fort Caroline at what is now Jacksonville, but the
Spanish attacked two years later and killed hundreds, although some did flee into the
wilderness. Pedro Menéndez de Avilés even killed those who surrendered and hanged their
bodies from trees with signs reading, “Not as Frenchmen but as Lutherans.”French soldiers
who ended up at Matanzas Inlet as part of the plan to attack St. Augustine were slaughtered by
the Spanish.In 1568, Dominique de Gourgue joined forces with the Saturiwa Indians and
attacked the Spanish at what had become Spanish Fort Caroline— renamed Fort San Mateo.
The Spanish surrendered, but in revenge, De Gourgue slaughtered them and, as Menéndez
had done, placed signs on their bodies reading, “Not as Spaniards but as murderers.”The
French built Fort Caroline near present-day Jacksonville to defend against the Spanish. The
French lost the fort and their hold on Florida through military blunders and bad luck.Jean
Ribault claimed Florida for the French, but the Spanish reacted and eliminated the French
threat.The French king thought little of De Gourgue’s mission, and for several years, he was a
political outcast before returning to active duty in the French navy.In West Florida, the French
had designs on the coast of the Gulf of Mexico. To stop France, Spain settled Pensacola a
century after its first attempt ended in disaster. France established outposts in Mobile and Fort
Toulouse, in what is now Mississippi. France and Spain resolved their differences and agreed
to divide their Florida claims at the Perdido River, which is now the border between Florida and
Alabama.In 1763, France along with Spain was forced to give up its claims to the area after
coming out on the losing end of the French and Indian War. Britain moved in, and that is when
Florida was divided into East and West Florida, with capitals in St. Augustine and
Pensacola.France’s efforts in Florida were over.SPAINSpain found no gold in Florida, and
those conquistadors who dreamed of great wealth found that not only were they not going to
get rich in Florida, but also any conquest would be expensive. Florida was a money-losing
proposition for the Spanish. They might have abandoned it, but two factors influenced their
decision to establish settlements in Florida.First was the interest of the French in Florida.
Catholic Spain was tightly linked to the Vatican and would not permit French Protestants to
settle the area and perhaps convert the Indians to Protestantism. Spain wanted to establish
missions and convert the Indians to Catholicism.The Spanish also found that the easiest route
from the gold-and silver-rich lands in the New World back to Spain went along the east coast of
Florida and then out into the Atlantic. Pirates knew the route and could wait for the Spanish



ships to sail by. The Spanish needed an outpost to protect their fleets.Juan Ponce de León
came to the New World with Christopher Columbus on Columbus’s second voyage and later
became governor of Puerto Rico. He lost a power struggle with the son of Columbus and went
in search of new lands. On April 2, 1513, he sighted land and named it Cape Canaveral. He
then named what he thought was an island La Florida, for the feast of flowers.The drawing may
be overdramatized but shows the landing of Pedro Menéndez at St. Augustine in 1565.No one
can tell exactly where he landed—probably somewhere between Melbourne and St. Augustine
—but we do know that his welcome was unfriendly and that three of his men were injured by
Indians. There were three more landings as he headed south, as well as three more attacks by
Indians. The Indians may have dealt with other Europeans who tried to enslave them. He
planned to return soon and establish a permanent settlement, but his wife died, and he needed
to care for his children. It was seven years before he returned, with two hundred settlers,
animals and supplies. They landed at Port Charlotte, and again the Indians were waiting.
Ponce de León was mortally wounded and taken back to Cuba, where he died.More
expeditions followed—Pánfilo de Narváez in 1528, Hernando de Soto in 1539, Luis Cáncer in
1549 and Tristán de Luna in 1559—but all failed. Spain seemed to be through, and even King
Philip III said that Spain would make no further attempts to establish settlements.Four years
later, Philip reversed course and, under prodding from the pope, sent Pedro Menéndez de
Avilés to remove the French and establish a Spanish settlement.Florida became part of what
was called New Spain, with land stretching from Venezuela to Florida. In Florida, Menéndez
began building forts from St. Augustine to South Carolina and even sent soldiers to Cape
Canaveral and Biscayne Bay. But Florida itself continued to be a financial loser, supported
reluctantly by the other Spanish possessions and administered from Havana.After
unsuccessful efforts, Pedro Menéndez finally established Spain’s first permanent settlement in
North America.Menéndez also began building missions to convert the Indians. The Jesuits
established missions along the west coast, but facing overwhelming odds, they turned the job
over to the Franciscans, who established missions as far west as Tallahassee and north into
Georgia.As the British established their own colonies, they threatened the Spanish and
launched several attacks on St. Augustine. St. Augustine remained firmly in Spanish hands, but
the mission system began to shrink as the British colonies moved south.The British pressure
led Spain to ally with France in the French and Indian War. During the war, the British captured
Havana, a far more valuable possession than Florida. The British offered Spain a deal: the
Spanish could regain Havana if they gave up Florida.With the British coming, the Spanish left,
taking nearly all the Spanish residents and many of the slaves who had fled to Florida. Some of
the escaped slaves stayed behind with Indian tribes. Spanish ships took them to Havana. Just
eight Spaniards remained.BRITAINWhen the British moved in, they found scores of empty
houses and buildings in Pensacola and St. Augustine. The British broke Florida into two
colonies, East Florida and West Florida, with capitals in St. Augustine and Pensacola,
respectively. East Florida extended from the Apalachicola River to the Keys, while West Florida
went from the Apalachicola River to the Mississippi and included Baton Rouge and Mobile.The
British were happy to have the Spanish out of Florida and to have eliminated a haven for
escaping slaves, but just as the Spanish had learned, the British found that Florida was a
financial drain. The British quickly encouraged trade with the northern colonies and Canada—
something the Spanish had prohibited. Most importantly, Britain had no restrictions on bringing
slaves into Florida and drew hundreds of plantation owners eager to find new fertile soil for
their crops.The French and Indian War created financial problems for the British government.
The war was expensive, and afterward, the British government incurred more expenses



supporting troops in North America from Indians and foreign enemies. King George III and his
ministers thought that the colonists should bear part of the cost of their own protection and
began instituting taxes.As trouble brewed in the north, Floridians remained loyal to the king.
They had no problems with taxes on items such as tea and wool and appreciated the presence
of troops to protect them from nearby Indians.Like Canada, Florida became a Tory outpost for
those Loyalists escaping from the thirteen colonies and as a staging ground for British troops.
For some Patriots, it also became a prison. Three signers of the Declaration of Independence—
Thomas Heyward Jr., Arthur Middleton and Edward Rutledge—were held at the fort in St.
Augustine.Because of the escaping Tories, the population of St. Augustine soared and set off a
building boom. The British surrender at Yorktown brought an even greater increase in Florida’s
population.Spain had been on the losing side in the French and Indian War but this time was
on the winning side, aligning with the French and the Americans. The Spanish helped by
attacking the British fort at Pensacola, forcing Britain to keep significant numbers of troops in
the city.Now it was Britain’s turn to leave Florida, although it took its time, thinking that the
thirteen colonies might collapse and create an opening for the British to return. Spain would
gain the territory as a spoil of war. This time, it was the British who sailed away to Canada,
Jamaica, the Bahamas or England.SPAINThe Spanish who reclaimed Florida were not the
same Spanish who ruled the New World in the 1500s and early 1600s. By 1783, their empire
was under pressure everywhere, and Spain no longer had the power to administer Florida. For
nearly forty years, Spain tried to rule an unruly territory as Indians, pirates, the American
government and Florida residents tried their best to disrupt the Spanish—and often
succeeded.Spain had controlled land stretching from Florida to the Pacific Ocean, but
Napoleon’s sale of the Louisiana Purchase left Florida as an isolated, troublesome possession.
The first blow came in 1810, when Americans attacked the Spanish at Baton Rouge, then part
of Florida, and briefly established an independent republic. President James Monroe took the
land and gave it to Louisiana.On the other side of Florida, men from Georgia invaded to
establish the Republic of East Florida but were turned back by the British fleet, which was
increasingly aiding the Spanish. In the War of 1812, Spain again picked the wrong side,
choosing to align with the British and opening Florida to British troops.Andrew Jackson staged
a raid into Florida, attacking Pensacola and forcing the British to leave. Jackson might have
also driven the Spanish out, but British advances on New Orleans forced him to head west to
defend the city.Jackson was back in 1817 to put down trouble. He executed two British citizens
he suspected of trading with the Indians, arrested two Spanish officials and established a
government. President Monroe denied involvement in the plot, and support for Jackson’s
revolution collapsed.The Spanish and the United States were growing weary of the Florida
problem, and in 1819, Secretary of State John Quincy Adams opened talks with Spain, which
led to an 1821 treaty giving Florida to the United States.For the final time, and after nearly
three hundred years since Ponce de León landed on La Florida, the Spanish left.Andrew
Jackson played a key role in Florida’s early history, briefly serving as territorial
governor.UNITED STATESNo one thought that Florida would ever amount to much when it
joined the United States in 1821. It had few people, little potential and plenty of problems. The
Spanish were gone, and the United States finally had possession of a colony that had caused
problems for decades. Andrew Jackson became the provisional governor but quit after a few
months of uneven rule and returned to Tennessee.The Americans kept the British system of
East and West Florida and two capitals, in St. Augustine and Pensacola. The plan was to
alternate legislative sessions between the two cities, but the travel between the cities was
unbearable and the two sides agreed to meet halfway between, in Tallahassee.Florida hoped



to become two states—East and West Florida—and assumed that this would happen. It might
well have, except for the issue of slavery. By the 1840s, when Florida became eligible for
statehood, the South was trying to hold on to its power in the Senate by balancing the
admission of free and slave states. Florida came in as a single state in 1845, paired with
Iowa.North Florida was attractive for plantation owners moving down from other southern
states, while the rest of the state remained largely empty.When the soldiers came to Florida,
the government was forced to build forts in places such as Fort Myers, Fort Lauderdale, Fort
Brooke (Tampa), Fort Gatlin (Orlando) and Fort Pierce. The troops needed roads and supplies,
all provided by the government. To help attract people, the government offered free land near
the forts, which drew settlers and changed forts into cities.Meanwhile, the few hundred
remaining Seminoles sought safety in the Everglades, and the army eventually ended the
fighting, realizing that it could spend years and millions of dollars without tracking down the
remaining Indians.CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICAFlorida had only been a state for
fifteen years when Abraham Lincoln was elected president. Florida was so opposed to Lincoln
that his name was left off the ballot in November 1860. Lincoln promised not to disturb the
institution of slavery, but few in the South were in a mood to listen.Within days of the election,
Floridians began to talk of secession. A convention was called, and the delegates voted
overwhelmingly for secession. In January 1861, Florida became the third state to leave,
following South Carolina and Mississippi.Florida had the smallest population in the
Confederacy with just 145,000 residents, and nearly half of those were slaves. While Florida
could not send huge numbers of soldiers to fight, it became a supply depot for the fledgling
nation. Florida produced salt—vital for curing beef and even making boots—along with cattle,
which fed the Confederate soldiers. The state’s extensive coastline was also attractive to
blockade runners, who sought to avoid the Union-controlled ports along the coast.Throughout
the war, Union troops held Key West and Fort Pickens in Pensacola and, early in the war, took
Jacksonville and St. Augustine. Florida had little military significance and was the site of just
one major battle, an 1864 fight near Olustee. Lincoln hoped to capture Florida and return the
state to the Union in time for the November election. The battle was a disaster for the Union,
with troops routed and straggling back to Jacksonville. Tallahassee was the only Confederate
capital east of the Mississippi not captured during the war.When the war ended, Governor
John Milton went to his home near Tallahassee and shot himself. Union troops moved into
Tallahassee, and Reconstruction began.UNITED STATESFlorida was in miserable shape at the
end of the war. A third of the fifteen thousand soldiers who went to war never came home, and
many of those who came home were missing limbs. The railroads were in ruins, the large
plantations could not be maintained and no one was sure what would happen to the newly
freed slaves.Republicans took control of the government for a decade. Once back in power, the
Democrats undid much of what the Republicans had done.After the war, the tourists began
returning, changing Florida’s economy. The first visitors were sent for their health. Some
thought that the Florida climate could cure tuberculosis and a long list of other ailments.Harriet
Beecher Stowe, the author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, moved to Jacksonville after the war, began
writing about Florida’s beauty and told readers how to buy land in Florida. Stowe’s home on the
St. Johns River became a tourist attraction itself, as steamboat passengers flocked to the
railing of the ship for a glance of the best-selling author.The Atlantic Coast Line Railroad hired
poet Sidney Lanier to write about the wonders of Florida and distributed his writings to lure
passengers. By the late 1880s, the number coming for health reasons had declined, but a new
group of tourists were attracted by the railroads and hotels of Henry Flagler and Henry
Plant.Flagler, a cofounder of Standard Oil, first came to Florida as a tourist and then became a



railroad and resort builder along Florida’s east coast. Plant headed to Florida’s west coast,
building hotels and railroads. Flagler’s landmark was the Hotel Ponce de Leon in St. Augustine,
while Plant built the Tampa Bay Hotel. Both still stand and today belong to colleges.The warm
weather drew the wealthy and they came for “the season,” stretching from December to March.
The warm weather was the draw, but the tourists also wanted to see the sights. The state’s first
attraction was at Silver Springs near Ocala. Steamboats brought visitors to the clear waters. In
the 1870s, the attraction added its famous glass-bottom boats to allow people to see the
swarming fish.In St. Augustine, Flagler’s visitors were attracted to a spot displaying alligators
that became Alligator Farm.Flagler and his railroad moved south to Ormond Beach and then to
Palm Beach, Miami and, finally, Key West. Plant started with a hotel in Sanford— the Pico
Hotel, which still stands—and then expanded to Tampa. He built eight hotels and the state’s
first major golf course. Across the northern part of the state, William Chipley built his own
railroad, dedicated to building industries, not drawing tourists.With the coming of the
automobile, tourism underwent a dramatic change. The Atlantic Highway (U.S. 1) linked Maine
to Miami, and the Dixie Highway ran from the upper Midwest to Miami. Florida was within reach
of two-thirds of the population. Carl Fisher developed Miami Beach and built a resort hotel, and
by 1926, 2 million tourists per year were coming to Florida.Visitors did not want to stay for just
a few days—they wanted to own a piece of the state, build a home and enjoy life in the sun.
Developers were quick to fill their needs, and hundreds of tracts of barren land took on exotic-
sounding names to lure buyers.In 1926, the boom turned into a bust as banks failed,
foreclosures soared and the state got a preview of the Great Depression, still three years
away.By 1940, tourism had rebounded from the Great Depression, reaching 4 million visitors
annually. World War II reduced the flow of tourists, but in their place came hundreds of
thousands of soldiers who trained at bases from Key West to Pensacola. Many of those who
trained in Florida made plans to return after the war or to retire to Florida. When the war
started, Florida had the smallest population in the South. As the war ended, it became the
fastest-growing state in the nation.Three things aided the state’s growth. First was the
widespread commercial use of DDT at the end of World War II. It took years to learn of its
harmful effects on nature, but while it lasted, it brought the swarming Florida mosquitoes under
control. Second was the invention of the practical window air conditioner. Not only did it give
relief from the summer heat, but it also allowed for an entirely new type of home: concrete
block with a single air-conditioning unit sticking out. Before air conditioning, a concrete-block
home would have been an oven, and homes required large windows for ventilation.Social
Security meant that older Americans no longer had to keep working until they couldn’t do the
job or to move in with relatives. They could sell a home in the North, buy a cheaper home in
Florida and count on a monthly Social Security check.After World War II, DDT was used to
control mosquitoes in Florida. While it was effective, its use would eventually be banned
because of damage to the environment.The end of the war signaled the start of the Space
Age, and through a series of flukes, Florida played a leading role. The government planned to
establish a missile launch site in New Mexico, but that proved to be too small. A second site in
El Centro, California, was rejected because an errant missile might land in nearby Mexico. The
Naval Air Station Banana River near Titusville was the default winner, and in July 1950, a
rocket was launched from the Florida coast.Walt Disney and his mother had strong links to
Florida. Walt Disney is best known for building Disney World, but his parents were married near
Orlando.In 1958, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) took control of
the program that took men to the moon a decade later. The space program brought high-
paying jobs and worldwide attention to Florida, but a decision in 1963 forever defined Florida.



In 1963, Walt Disney was looking for a site for an East Coast version of Disneyland. He
considered Palm Beach County, Niagara Falls and St. Louis before settling on Central Florida.
On November 22, 1963, he flew over Orlando, saw the junction of Interstate 4 and the Florida
Turnpike and said, “That’s it.” The swampy land he pointed to became Disney World.Other
attractions followed, including SeaWorld and Universal Studios, and Florida became the
nation’s number one tourist destination.For Florida, it had been a remarkable journey from
Ponce de León setting foot on Florida in 1513 to a journey to the moon in 1969.10
EXPLORERSJUAN PONCE DE LEÓNJuan Ponce de León may have first seen the New World
in 1493 on the second voyage of Christopher Columbus. His rise to power in the Spanish world
was rapid, and within ten years, he was governor of eastern Hispaniola. He founded the first
European settlement in Puerto Rico and became governor of the island. Rivals used their
influence to have him removed, and as a consolation prize, he was encouraged to find new
lands.In 1513, he sailed along the coast of Florida, landing somewhere between St. Augustine
and Melbourne Beach. He thought the new land was an island and called it La Florida because
it was Easter and because of the lush vegetation he found. He sailed south around through the
Keys and up the west coast to Charlotte Harbor, encountering unfriendly Indians everywhere
he landed.He became military governor of Florida and Bimini, but it was another seven years
before he mounted an expedition to settle Florida. He landed near Charlotte Harbor with two
hundred men and immediately encountered hostile Indians. He was wounded by an arrow and
was taken back to Cuba, where he died. His original logs were lost long ago, and we have only
a vague idea of where he landed along the Florida coast. There is a marker near Ponte Vedra
Beach to mark the one spot we know where Ponce was the day before he landed. It is at the
Guana Tolomato Matanzas Estuarine Research Reserve. There is also a historic marker on
Duval Street in Key West to honor one of his discoveries, the Florida Keys. He had learned of
the Keys from natives and claimed them for Spain. He named the Dry Tortugas for the huge
turtles he found there and because there was no fresh water.Juan Ponce de León claimed
Florida for Spain but was mortally wounded by Indians when he tried to establish a permanent
settlement.PEDRO MENÉNDEZ DE AVILÉSIn 1549, thirty-year-old Pedro Menéndez de Avilés
patroled the Spanish coast for pirates, and five years later, he was named captain of the Indies
fleet. Along the way, he made enemies and was imprisoned for years before he regained the
favor of the king.The presence of the French in Florida alarmed King Charles V, who sent
Menéndez to establish a colony and drive the French out. With about two thousand men,
Menéndez arrived in St. Augustine and built a crude fort. Within a month, he had captured the
French fort to the north and massacred those inside the fort. He hanged their bodies from trees
with the sign, “Not as Frenchmen but as Lutherans.”He helped establish forts as far north as
present-day South Carolina before being recalled in 1567 to Spain, where he died. There is a
marker on the grounds of the Prince of Peace Votive Church at 101 San Marco Avenue in St.
Augustine to mark the Menéndez landing.HERNANDO DE SOTOHernando de Soto was
convinced that there was gold in Florida, and he went deep in debt to fund an expedition to find
his fortune. He came to the New World as a teenager and soon was taking part in invasions in
Central America. After conquering Nicaragua, he sought more adventure. He joined Francisco
Pizarro in the conquest of the Incas and applied for a series of jobs before the king gave him
permission to explore Florida. In 1539, he landed at present-day Tampa Bay with about six
hundred men, along with horses, dogs and pigs.He moved up the peninsula and then headed
west. He spent the winter of 1539 in present-day Tallahassee and in the spring of 1540 set off
into Georgia and the Carolinas. They turned west again and crossed the Appalachian
Mountains into Tennessee. His mission to find gold or other wealth was a failure, and he turned



south into what is today Alabama. When they arrived in the Indian village of Mobila (Mobile
today), they fought the natives and then went west again, where he encountered another battle
with the Indians.He spent the winter in what is now Mississippi and then went to the Mississippi
River; he and his men became the first Europeans to cross the Mississippi. In Arkansas, they
failed in their search for gold and headed east again. Back on the eastern side of the
Mississippi River, De Soto came down with a fever and died on May 21, 1542.Hernando de
Soto explored throughout the southern United States. He reached the Mississippi River, where
he died.His men pushed on and eventually reached Mexico. For the many natives they
encountered, it was a visit from death. They contracted European diseases such as smallpox
that wiped out hundreds of thousands of Indians. There is a historic marker in the De Soto
National Memorial Park in Bradenton at 8300 Desoto Memorial Highway.JEAN RIBAULTHad
things worked out differently, Florida might have become French territory. If that had happened,
it would be because of Jean Ribault. In 1562, Ribault sailed from France with three ships and
some 150 colonists. The colonists were Protestants seeking religious freedom in the New
World. He landed near present-day Jacksonville and claimed the land for France. He also
sailed up the coast to present-day South Carolina. He established a short-lived settlement in
what is now South Carolina, then sailed for England, where he was imprisoned, released and
returned to the New World to aid a Protestant settlement at Jacksonville. Ribault launched an
effort to evict the Spanish from Florida, but a storm scattered his ships, and his flagship ended
up on the shore south of St. Augustine. Ribault and the other survivors were executed by the
Spanish. Ribault both started and ended the French effort at empire in Florida. There is a
historic marker at the Timucuan Ecological & Historic Preserve at 12713 Fort Caroline Road in
Jacksonville.TRISTÁN DE LUNAAugust 15, 1559, should be the day recognized as the start of
the first settlement in North America. Instead, it is seen as the start of one of the most
disastrous expeditions in history. When Tristán de Luna y Arellano sailed his eleven ships into
what is now Pensacola Harbor, he thought he had planned for everything. There were men and
women, soldiers and laborers, food and wine and military supplies. It was difficult to see how
this expedition could fail. Other expeditions had fallen victim to lack of food or unfriendly
natives, but De Luna seemed to have planned for everything. He decided to leave the supplies
on the ship until warehouses were built.The plan called for De Luna to settle Pensacola and
then travel overland to establish a colony in what is now Parris Island, South Carolina.A letter
to the Spanish king claimed that “the port is so secure that no wind can do them any damage.”
Even before the king received the letter, the winds were blowing in the Caribbean.Fifty men
drowned when their ship sank—along with the supplies. Another ship took thirty-three
crewmen to the bottom. Most of the colonists moved into present-day Alabama to await rescue.
By the end of 1561, the colonists were gone.De Luna was rescued by Ángel de Villafañe, who
took him to Havana. He spent the rest of his life in Mexico, where he died in 1573. There is a
historic marker at the Pensacola Visitor’s Information Center at 1401 East Gregory Street near
the spot where two of De Luna’s ships were wrecked.PÁNFILO DE NARVÁEZPánfilo de
Narváez was one of the Spanish conquistadors who played a central role in Spain’s conquest
of the New World. In 1526, King Charles V of Spain authorized him to conquer the lands from
Florida to the west.Almost immediately, Narváez ran into problems. He started with six hundred
soldiers and colonists, but about a quarter deserted before the expedition began and another
fifty drowned when two of his ships sank in a hurricane. When he finally left Cuba in 1528, he
had four hundred men. He landed in Tampa Bay and started his expedition through Florida,
encountering warring Indians and the swampy terrain. He and those who were left reached
what became St. Marks after several months.The original plan was for about 100 of his



command to remain in Tampa Bay and then sail north to meet him. But his ships did not
appear, and Narváez had his men build five ships of dubious quality. In September, the 245
survivors set sail along what is now the Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana border.The ships
attempted to stay together but became separated, and the ship with Nárvaez on board was
blown out to sea and never seen again. Of the four hundred men who sailed with him to
Florida, just four survived. The four, led by Álvar Núnez Cabeza de Vaca, managed to reach
Mexico after a six-year journey. There is a historic marker at Jungle Prada de Varvaez Park at
Park Street and Elbow Lane in St. Petersburg to mark the spot where Narváez
landed.GIOVANNI DA VERRAZZANOIt is believed Giovanni da Verrazzano sailed along the
Florida coast about a dozen years after Ponce de León. Verrazzano made his first journey to
North America around 1508 and explored the area around Newfoundland.As the Spanish
increased their explorations, King Francis I of France knew that his nation had to launch
explorations. He enlisted the Italian sailor Verrazzano to find a sea route to the Pacific. He
reached present-day North Carolina in 1524 and thought that Pamlico Sound was the start of
the Pacific Ocean. Sailing up the sound would surely lead them to China. His theory led to
some confusion with mapping North America. He then headed north to what is today Canada.
On a second voyage in 1527, he sailed to Brazil.
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